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Economics 220:002, Probability and Statistics for Economists 
Spring 2015, M W  11:30-12:45 

 
Prof. Sara Markowitz 
Rich Memorial Building Room 306G 
Phone: 404-712-8167 
Email: sara.markowitz@emory.edu 
Office hours:  Mondays and Wednesdays 2:00pm-3:30pm and by appointment 
 
Course Description:  This course will provide a solid foundation in probability and statistics for 
economics and other social science majors.  We will emphasize topics needed for future study of 
econometrics and provide basic preparation for Econ 420. Topics include probability theory, 
expectations, special types of distributions, sampling theory, estimation, and hypothesis testing.  
 
Prerequisites: Econ 101 and Math 111 
 
Texts 
Required: Newbold, Carlson, and Thorne.  Statistics for Business and Economics. 8th Edition, 

Pearson, 2013. 

Required:  Students will also need MyStatLab Access Card Package 
 
Exam schedule and grading:   
 

Homework  10% 

Exam 1 (Feb. 17) 30% 

Exam 2 (March 28) 30% 

Final Exam (Thursday April 28) 30% 
 
Homeworks: 
 
Homework assignments will be available through the MyStatLab program.  
(http://pearsonmylabandmastering.com). You must purchase access to the web site.  The 
course ID is “markowitz37042”.  Homeworks must be completed by the due date.   There will be 
no late homeworks and no exceptions.  I will drop the two lowest homework grades. 
 

Classroom Policies: 

1. Attendance is required. 

2. Cell phones must be turned off during class. 

3. No make-up exams will be given under any circumstances.  If an exam is missed AND a valid 
medical excuse is presented from a Dean, the final exam will be re-weighted to count for the missed 
exam.  Student without a valid excuse from a Dean will be given a zero for that exam.  Do not bring 
any excuses or medical documentation to me.   
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4. Anyone using the testing services of the Office of Access, Disability Services and Resources must 
schedule exams at least 1 week prior to the exam, and preferably earlier.  The spaces fill up 
quickly. 

5. The honor code is in effect throughout the semester.  (See below.)   

 

Honor Code: 
The honor code is in effect throughout the semester.  By taking this course, you affirm that 
it is a violation of the code to cheat on exams, to plagiarize, to deviate from the teacher’s 
instructions about collaboration on work that is submitted for grades, to give false 
information to a faculty member, and to undertake any other form of academic 
misconduct.  You agree that the teacher is entitled to move you to another seat during 
examinations, without explanation.  You also affirm that if you witness others violating the 
code you have a duty to report them to the honor council.  
 

 
 
CHAPTER  TOPICS 
1 & 2 Introduction, describing and summarizing data 

3 Probability 

4 Discrete random variables and probability distributions 

5 Continuous random variables and probability distributions 

6 Sampling and sampling distributions 

7 Estimation:  Single Population 

8 Estimation: Additional Topics 

9 Hypothesis testing 

10 Hypothesis testing: Additional topics 

11 Linear Regression (time permitting) 
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