
Love. Who do you love? The social relationships we form with family, friends,
and romantic partners fundamentally shape our experience as individuals as well 
as the broader organization of our human society. We will explore these 
relationships from a biological perspective and ask how and why our brains allow 
us to love. [Zachary Johnson: Neuroscience]	  

Protect Yourself. How would you fight your enemy without an army? How do
you learn how to protect yourself? Or at the most basic level, how do you know 
what to protect yourself from? In this section, we will examine how viruses can 
cause disease, how diseases can cause epidemics, and how vaccines can be 
designed and implemented to protect us from both. Using the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
as a recurring case study, we will explore how this virus has survived and thrived 
for decades, and the current efforts underway to train our body, and immune 
system, to win the fight. [Colleen McGary: Immunology]

Move. Have you ever wondered how predictable your movements are? How would you
feel if we predict your next destination? What about your home address? Have you ever 
wondered how mobile apps recommend products and activities that actually match your 
taste? Does it concern you how much they know about you? In this section, we will explore 
some answers to these questions by learning about human mobility patterns and how they 
are used in mobile applications. We will also discuss the privacy concerns that might arise 
by using such apps. [Layla Pournajaf: Computer Science]  	  
	  

Fight. What are you willing to fight for? How long would you be willing to fight? This module will
examine the legal, historical fight for educational equality in the United States. Beginning with a 
visit to the Civil Rights Museum, we will explore how, why, and when people decide to fight for 
their basic human rights. Using archival materials, you will then get to know the African American, 
Latino, Native American, and Chinese American families who fought for the right of their children 
to integrate all white schools. [Marisela Martinez-Cola: Sociology]	  
	  

Breathe: I can’t Breathe.  Breathing is central process that we do everyday without thinking.
But for some this is not a trivial thing. Diseases such as cystic fibrosis, asthma, and COPD are 
defined by an inability to breathe normally and efficiently due to an overactive immune system and 
inflammation. In this module we will explore breathing from the perspective of health and disease 
with the goal of understanding molecular mechanisms that control airway inflammation, therapeutics 
and treatment, and how this impacts quality of life and human flourishing. [Osric Forrest: 
Immunology]	  
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How	  do	  you	  describe	   the	  human	  experience?	  What	  does	   it	  mean	  to	  be	  human?	   Is	  being	  human	  a	  unique	  experience?	  What	  
might	  unite	  us	  as	  humans	  not	  only	  to	  each	  other,	  but	  to	  other	  species	  as	  well?	  Starting	  at	  the	  basic	  level	  of	  cells	  and	  extending	  
to	   the	  complex	   level	  of	  social	  movements,	  an	   innate	  component	  of	  the	  human	  experience	  that	  unites	  us	  all	   is	  survival.	  This	  
course	  will	  utilize	   the	  underlying	  framework	  of	  survival	  to	  examine	  how	  humans	  have	  withstood	  disease,	  displacement,	  and	  
disputes	   in	   striving	   to	   advance	   as	   a	   society.	   We	   will	   use	   a	   variety	   of	   research	   techniques,	   including	   algorithms	   and	   data	  
analysis,	   laboratory	  demonstrations,	  primary	   literature	  readings,	  discussions	  and	  debates,	  to	  explore	   these	  questions.	  From	  
fighting	  diseases	  to	  fighting	  for	  justice,	  equip	  yourself	  with	  the	  necessary	  tools	  for	  survival	  and,	  ultimately,	  for	  being	  human.	  	  
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